United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/576,117 


04/18/2006 


Ulrich Bohne 


3628 


4805 



7590 

Striker, Striker & Stenby 
103 East Neck Road 
Huntington, NY 1 1743 



10/27/2010 



EXAMINER 



DEXTER, CLARK F 



PAPER NUMBER 



3724 



MAIL DATE 



10/27/2010 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\JI 1 1 Ot? n\* If SJtl OUffffffCff y 


Application No. 

10/576,117 


Applicant(s) 

BOHNE, ULRICH 


Examiner 

Clark F. Dexter 


Art Unit 

3724 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendments filed on June 21, 2010 and August 3, 2010 have been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Treace, pn 2,557,364 in view of any one or all of Paulus, pn 4,210,050, Johnson et 
al., pn 4,615,119, and Wurst, PG Pub. No. 2002/0104421. 

Treace discloses a tool unit (e.g., see Figure 5) with almost every structural 
limitation of the claimed invention including: 

a fastening means (e.g., at 21 ) for attachment to the output unit; 

a working edge (e.g., 24) having a first end and a second end opposite the first 

end; 

a first lateral boundary line (e.g., the edges extending radially from 24; or any 
line, which by definition is imaginary, that extends from the working edge), 

wherein the working edge transitions at the first end into the first lateral boundary 
line and forms with the first lateral boundary line at the first end a cutting angle of less 
than or equal to 95 degrees, 
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wherein the working edge is arc-shaped, and 

wherein the working edge extends with respect to a center of the fastening 

means over an angle being between 30° and 270°; 

[claim 2] wherein the arc-shaped working edge is constituted by the 

circumference of a circle around whose center point the fastening means is situated; 

[claim 9 (from 2)] further comprising a second lateral boundary line, 
wherein the working edge is constituted by the circumference of a circle 
segment, wherein the second end of the working edge transitions into the second 
lateral boundary line, wherein the second lateral boundary line extends in a 
second radial direction, wherein the fastening means is constituted by an 
aperture, wherein the first lateral boundary line comprises at least a straight part 
(e.g., note that a line is imaginary); 

[claim 3] wherein the working edge transitions at the second end into a second 
lateral boundary line, the working edge forming with the second lateral boundary line an 
angle of less than or equal to 95° (e.g., the radially extending edges of the blade and/or 
any boundary line that can be drawn that meets this limitation); 

[claim 4] wherein the working edge is constituted by a sector of a circle 
concentric with the fastening means and transitions at the second end into a second 
lateral boundary line; 

[claim 5 (from 4)] wherein the second lateral boundary line which extends 

from said working edge in a second radial direction with respect to the center; 
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[claim 6 (from 5)] wherein the first and second boundary lines are 
connected to each other by means a connecting contour (e.g., the inner 
portion of the tool unit); 

[claim 10 (from 6)] wherein the fastening means is 
constituted by an aperture; 
[claim 8] wherein the working edge is provided with saw teeth. 
Treace lacks: 

[from claim 1] wherein the first lateral boundary line is a straight edge; and 
[from claim 5] wherein the second lateral boundary line is a straight edge. 
However, the Examiner takes Official notice that such straight edge 
configurations are old and well known in the art and provide various well known benefits 
including simpler design and manufacture as well as other known saw characteristics. 
Examples of such a straight edge configuration are disclosed by Paulus (e.g., at 27, 28 
in Fig. 3), Johnson et al. (e.g., see Fig. 1 ), and Wurst (e.g., at 32, 34 in Fig. 1 ). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to provide 
such straight edges on the saw of Treace to gain the well known benefits including 
those described above. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571)272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Clark F. Dexter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

cfd 

October 25, 2010 



